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FRIDAY, MARC H Iſt. 1793. Pad 


TRE Hon. Simon Butler and Mr. Oliver Bond appeared at the Bar in 
purſuance of their ſummonſes. 


Lord Mountjoy propoſed, that the following paper, which he had read on 
the night preceding, and which had the names of the perſons at the bar 


prefixed to it, ſhould be ſubmitted to their inſpection. 


| _ 24th February, 1793. | 


«UNITED IRISHMEN OF DUBLIN. 


« Hox. SIMON BUTLER, Crxaizman._— OLIVER BOND, SECRETARV. 
© WHEN a Committee of Secrecy was firſt appointed by the Houſe of Lords, to 


enquire into the cauſes of the riſings in certain counties of this kingdom; although 
this Society well foreſaw the danger of abuſe, to which ſuch an inſtitution was ſubject, 


yet it was reſtrained from expreſſing that opinion by the utility of the profeſſed object, 


and by the hope, that the preſence and advice of the two firſt Judicial Officers of this 
country, would prevent that Committee from doing thoſe illegal acts, which leſs in- 
formed men might in ſuch a ſituation commit. wy | 
But ſince it has thought fit to change itſelf, from a Committee to enquire into the 
riſings in certain counties of this kingdom, into an Inquiſition, to ſcrutinize the pri- 
vate principles and ſecret thoughts of individuals; fince it has not confined itſelf to 
fimple enquiries and voluntary informations, but has aſſumed the right, and exerciſed 
the power of compelling attendance, and enforcing anſwers upon oath to perſonal in- 
terrogatories, tending to criminate the party examined: ſince its reſearches are not 
confined to the profeſſed purpoſes of its inſtitution, but directed principally to the diſ- 
covery of evidence in ſupport of proſecutions heretofore commenced, and utterly uncon- 
nected with the cauſe of the tumults it was appointed to inveſtigate; fince in its pro- 
ann it has violated well aſcertained principles of law, this Society feels itſelf 
compelled to warn the public mind, and point the public attention to the fol- 


lowing obſervations: 


That the Houſe of Lords can act only in a Legiſlative or Judicial capacity. 

That in it's Legiſlative capacity it has no authority to adminiſter an oath. 

That in it's Judicial capacity it has a right to adminiſter an oath; but that capa- 
city extends only to error and appeal, except in caſes of impeachment and trial of a 
Peer, in which alone the Houſe of Lords exerciſes an original juriſdiction. 


* That the Houſe of Lords, as a Court, has no right to act by delegation, 


That the Committee of Secrecy poſſeſſes no authority, but what it derives by de- 


legation from the Houſe of Lords. 


„That as the Houſe of Lords does not poſſeſs any juriſdiction in the ſubject matter 


referred to the Committee; and as, even if it did, it could not delegate the ſame, it ne- 


Thi 


ceſſarily follows, that the Committee has not judicial authority, and cannot admini- 
ſter an oath. | 3 8 | 
That even if the Committee of Secrecy ated as a Court, it's proceedings ought not 
to be ſecret. OY 
„That no court has a right to exhibit perſonal interrogatories upon oath, the 


anſwers to which may criminate the party examined, except at the deſire of the party, 
and with a view to purge him from a contempt. | 


„That it was the principal vice of the Courts of High Commiſſion and Star 
Chamber, to examine upon perſonal interrogatories to convict the party examined; 
and that thoſe courts were aboliſhed, becauſe their proceedings were illegal, unconſtituti- 


onal and oppreſſive.” | 


s Paper was accordingly delivered into the hands of Mr. Butler, by 


the Genleman Uſher—after he had ſeen it, he was aſked by Lord Mount- 
Joy, if that paper, bearing his name, was printed by nis directions or au- 
thority ? | | 1 

Mr. Butler ſaid, that the paper contained a Declaration of the Society of 
United Iriſhmen of the City of Dublin, and bore date the 24th February, 


1793, 


that he preſided at the Meeting that as Chairman he put the 


queſtion on the ſeveral paragraphs, according as they were handed to him 


41 * 

by the Committee which had been appointed to prepare them. that he 
was then, and is ſtill ſatisfied, that every paragraph of that declaration was 
agreeable to law, and the principles of the conſtitution. 

Lord Mountjoy ſaid, that Mr. Butler had not yet anſwered, whether he 
authorized the publication? — . 

Mr. Butler replied, that he meant to give the fulleſt information on the 
ſubject, he did authorize the publication, he authorized it in common with 
every individual of the Society. | | 
Mr. Bond was then interrogated——he was aſked whether he had ſigned 
the paper, —he replied that neither he nor Mr. Butler had ſigned the paper. 
The reſolutions of the Society are referred to the Committee of Correſ- 
pondence for publication.—The Committee cauſe the names of the Chair- 
man and Secretary to be prefixed to every publication. —That as Secretary 
he delivered this declaration to the Committee of Correſpondence. And, 
on being aſked, by Lord Clonmell, whether he delivered it to the Com- 
mittee for the purpoſe of publication, and whether he thereby authorized 
the publication, he replied in the athrmative. | 

Lord Chancellor then aſked Mr. Butler, whether he had any thing further 
to add. —Mr. Butler ſaid, that he attended to anſwer queſtions, that if his 
Lordſhip had any queſtious to aſk, he (Mr. Butler) was ready to anſwer. 

Mr. Butler and Mr. Bond were ordered to withdraw, but not to leave 
the Houle. 2 
They were ſhortly afterwards again ordered to the Bar, and the follow- 
ing reſolutions, agreed to by the Houſe in their abſence, having been read. 
VIZ. . . 
<« That the ſaid paper was a falſe, ſcandalous, and ſeditious libel; 4 
high breach of the privileges of this Houſe, tending to diſturb the 
public peace, and queitioning the authority of this High Court of Par- 
lament.” 3 * 

e That Simon Butler and Oliver Bond having confeſſed that they had 
authorized the ſame to be printed, ſhould be taken into cuſtody.” _ 
They were committed to the cuſtody of the Gentleman Uſher—and or- 
dered to withdraw in ſuch cuſtody. 

In ſome time afterwards they were brought to the Bar in cuſtody of 
the Gentleman Uſher. | | 2 

The Lord Chancellor, after reciting the foregoing reſolutions, ſpoke to 
the following purport: © Simon Butler and Oliver Bond, you were called 
to the Bar to anſwer for a libel on this High Court of Parliament,. — 
you have confeſſed that ſuch libel, which for its preſumption, ignorance, 
and miſchievous tendency is unprecedented, was printed by your autho- 
rity——you, Simon Butler, cannot plead ignorance in extenuation—your 
noble birth, your education, the honourable profeſſion to which you be- 
long, his Majeſty's gown which you wear, and to which you now ſtand 
a . diſgrace, .gave you the advantages of knowledge, and are ftroug cir- 
cumſtances of aggravation of your guilt.—It remains for me to pro- 
nounce the Judgment of the Houſe, which is, that you, Simon Butler 
and Oliver Bond, be impriſoned Six Months in the gaol of Newgate ; 
that each of you pay a fine to the King of {500, and that you are 
not to be diſcharged from your confinement till ſuch fine be paid.” 


They were then taken from the Bar, and, in a ſhort time after, con- 
veyed in a Coach to Newgate, under the eſcort of 530 or 60 Soldiers, 
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and directions of Alderman Warren. & AN | 
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